FALL AND DEATH OF ROBESPIERRE
name, to-day another was doing so. It was time, he
said, to tear aside the curtain.
As Tallien finished speaking, Billaud-Varenne and
other members of the government—whom the usher
who had brought Saint-Just's note had told that he was
about to speak—entered the hall. Billaud, likewise
raising a point of order, rushed to the tribune, which
Saint-Just yielded up to him. During the fierce parlia-
mentary battle that followed—for over four hours	
Saint-Just remained standing at the foot of the tribune,
his manuscript in his hand, imperturbable. Too proud-
hearted to be disloyal in time of danger, he died for a
policy he did not approve and about which he had not
been consulted.
So there stood the redoubtable Billaud-Varenne
ready to make the deadly onslaught. It has been ex-
plained to what extent Maximilien's irascible and dicta-
torial manner gave him his justification, but Billaud
cannot escape serious censure. When in the furious
diatribe he delivered he claimed that the Jacobins
meant to massacre the Convention, he was arousing
passion without regard to truth. Moreover, the very
fact that Billaud essentially agreed with Robespierre
concerning the aim in view, makes him less excusable
than the others in thus sacrificing principle for the
sake of a personal grievance. He told of the previous
night's happenings at the Club, of the indignities
suffered by him and Collot at the hands of some of the
audience, and shooting out his arm with dramatic
gesture, pointed to a man seated in one of the upper
tiers of seats assigned to the Mountain, and shouted:
"There is one of them now!"
"Arrest him! Arrest him!" echoed from various parts
of the hall, and the man was dragged outside, amidst
applause in which the gallery joined. Thus, for the first
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